found their way into the public journals, the opinion that patients with heart disease are not fit subjects for chloroform, is firmly rooted in the public mind. If you read the reports of Coroners' Inquests on fatal cases, you will find that the enquiry always turns on whether the victim's heart was sound or not; and, as long as the doctor can swear that he examined the heart before the administration was commenced, and kept his finger on the pulse during the process, his own conscience is at ease and the Jury are satisfied that every care has been taken which the case demanded, whereas I shall show you that these are the surest signs that the administration has been improperly conducted.

